Richard Merkin is no  ordinary
pednter, I fact, there's nothing ordinary
about this chap other than his passion
for hascball, boxing and teaching, He's
ale ta pull our of his monogrammed
bowler hat a magical paletie, a bag of
visual tricks that capture the imagination
of his increasingly expanded audicnee
with wit and circumstance. Merkin's
work offers numerous clues to the man
himscll: handsome, cecentrie, colorful,
multi-lavered, improvised, narrative,
witty and refined 1w the nines. His

aintings  and pastels  document
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n exciting ancillary benefit w

the Master Artist Workshops at

he Robert and Mary
Montgomery Armory Art Center has
heen the opportunity 1o view first-
hand  at the Center's Colacicllo
Catllery selected works by several ol
the participating  prominent  artists,
Richard  Merkin's  currenmt show
lollows last season's superh exhibit of
Wivne Thicbhaud's work, which in
both cases ofler an intimate  and
varied survey of the artists” imagery
during their respective workshops,
Phillip Pearlstein follows Merkin's
show  with an exhibdtion  titled
Objectivity aud Observation = both
shows this vear are first class and
prowide this community with some of
the very best contempaorey ar being
prosduced in Americi todiy,
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fascinating people and  unexpecied
places that remind us of movic stills
or situations we have heard about but
have never seen: “Satolhed Palge (o
Migund”, “thegas  Emerging  from
Pissafe” or “The Sfns of New York"
There are plotures loaded with innuendo
and inside jokes, and there are others
that are simple, steaightforward
elegant, as e b Portradt of Hareey
Crosty”, but they've got gusto and
wonderful titles to match. 1 recall a
New York Times review of many years
apo that observed that Merkin's titles
were anoart form unto themselves, Tt
still holds true. Whether it's Morandi,
Mondrian,  Mingus or Mumngo,
MoDermott and MeGough or Morton
tas in Jelly Rolly, his subjects are
portrayed with passion and accuracy,
with an idiosyncratic delicate line tha
builds the foundation for all his livered
compositions,

Merkin is o storyreller both on canvas
and in person. 1 suspeet he's the most
informed modernist of our day with an
amazing  photographic Meory
porteayved in broad, colorful  strokes
and obscure, albeit intinmate, historical
details, There are only a0 fow living
artists thar can match his wit but none

that possess the absolute wotal recall of

every pertinent detail,

His current show at the Armory,
alfectionately wded “Brockdyn (v the
Fifttes” or "The Geowetrist,” and other
pictures, provides the viewer with g
selection of inugzes that reflect the
nan amd  his mission: beautiful
pictures that have a singularity of stvle
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AGICIAN

by Bruce Helander

and accompanying unforgetiable urban
parrative, He's a master  al
combining 1 complex tossed salid of
cubist sensibilities, abstraction and
realism, Dada wit, soctl surrealist
commentary mixed  with domestic
underthe-counter vinegar and imported
linseed oil,

The stars of this show may well be
his unigque  pastels which are the
subject of his workshop
“Rediscovering  Pastel-dmprovisation
and Invention” One excellent example,
“These  Foofish Thines” depicts
mvsterious theatrical wonun next (o a
bouquet of Howers, a Lunp pole and a
dashing silhouette of @oman with teay in
hanel. The copy recreates the picture
with a lovely poem: "The smile ol
Garbofand  the scent of roses/the
waiter whistlingdas the last bar closes,”

His articles for Yanity Fair are full of
the same gusto and wit and are an
extension ol his pictures in the writien
word, His weekly pastel illustrtions for
The New Yorker are now as recognizable
as the publication’s logo of a top-ha
monocleanan observing a buttert v, He
s o truly unigue American chasweter,
andd like his best Tricnd, Tom Wolle, he
continues 1o explore the roller coaster
of American lifestyles and personalities
with magical grace, engaging
enthusism and visual intelligence. ¢
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